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1. The first meeting of the South East Europe Electricity Regulation Forum (SEEERF) was held in Athens on 13/14 June 2002. It included representatives of the countries of South East Europe (Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, FR Yugoslavia, FYRO Macedonia, Greece, Albania, Bulgaria, Romania), the European Commission the international donor community, and notably the region’s national regulators, the region’s national transmission system operators, the Stability Pact, ETSO, CEER, UCTE, Eurelectric, UNMIK, and other organisations. The meeting was opened by the Greek Minister for Development and a representative of the European Commission.

2. The participants confirmed the minutes of the 5th March 2002 “Regional Electricity Market Extraordinary Co-ordination Meeting” that began the process toward the creation of the SEEERF.

3. The initiation meetings of the  Working Groups of CEER and ETSO – consisting respectively of regulators and transmission system operators, named the CEER Working Group for the Development of South East Europe Energy Regulation and the ETSO Working Group, respectively – were held immediately prior to the SEEERF Meeting, and as a result the regulators and the TSOs spoke as groups within the SEEERF.

4. All participants agreed a clear common objective, which is the creation of a competitive regional electricity market in South East Europe based on the rules currently in force and being developed in the European Union and integrated within the European Union’s Internal Electricity Market. All participants agreed on the objective of reaching those goals by 2005.

5. The participants welcomed the proposals that: i) an annual Ministerial meeting will be held, co-chaired by a rotating Presidency from the countries of South East Europe and the Commission, ii) the Ministerial meetings will be hosted by Greece, and iii) a High-Level meeting will meet where necessary, and will also be convened and co-chaired by a rotating Presidency from the countries of  South East Europe and the Commission.

6. The participants discussed how to achieve the common objective. A draft memorandum of Understanding was distributed by the Commission, which elaborated the steps necessary to the achievement of the common objective. This document received widespread support. The working groups of CEER and ETSO together with UCTE agreed to establish work plans for the achievement of the headline goal.

7. The Forum agreed that the Memorandum of Understanding would be discussed in a high level meeting with the objective of its adoption by Ministers at a Ministerial meeting scheduled to be held, in Athens, before the end of 2002.

8. It was agreed that the Permanent High Level Group will meet in Brussels, on 16 September 2002, in order to prepare the Ministerial.

9. The Commission distributed a draft strategy paper. This paper will be presented to the Ministerial in late 2002. This paper will constitute an agreed perspective of necessary actions for the achievement of the headline goal between donors and countries of the region, with input from Regulators and TSOs. This draft strategy paper received the support of the Forum. It was agreed that this would also be further discussed at the High Level Group meeting on September 16th.

10. The first six-monthly rotating presidency will be held by Greece, and will end on 31.12.2002. Thereafter, the Presidency will pass to the other Member Governments of South East Europe on a rotating alphabetical basis.

11. The Forum appreciates that this initiative has the strong support of the Stability Pact and that it will provide for the necessary assistance towards attaining a competitive regional electricity market in South East Europe.

C. Jones

Head of Unit
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